THE MOUNTAIN ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY MAP -

DRAWN BY EDWARD LEROY COX {LOCAL BOY} FROM MEMORY
REFERENCE EXPERT CHARLIE THOMAS COX {DUKE POWER LAND AGENT}

THE MAP DEPICTS PART OF THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED MOUNTAIN ISLAND STATE
EDUCATIONAL FOREST.THE MAP CENTERS AROUND THE “MOUNTAIN ISLAND FARMS *
HEADQUARTERS, POSITION #9 ON THE MAP, AT ROUTE 1 BOX 97 MTN. ISLAND ROAD,
MOUNT HOLLY NORTH CAROLINA.

THE FIRST PART OF THIS PAPER WILL DESCRIBE THE EVENTS PLACING MY
FAMILY AND I {EDWARD LEROY COX} ON THIS PROPERTY. IN OUR HEARTS WE FELT WE
LIVED THE MOST CAREFREE LIFE OF ANY KID ALIVE. BROTHERS, SISTER, COUSINS AND
FRIENDS ROAMED THESE WOODS CONSTANTLY. WE DAMED THE BRANCH TO SWIM AND
CATCH THE BIG MOUTH BASS MINNOWS, WHICH HAD SWAM UPSTREAM FROM THE LAKE.
WE RAN FROM THE BEES AND YELLOW JACKETS. WE SWUNG ON THE VINES. WE ATE THE
BLACKBERRIES AND PLUMS; PICKED UP PECANS. WE RODE THE COWS AND PONIES; RAN
THE BEAGLES AND ALL THE STRAY DOGS AND CATS THAT PEOPLE PUT OUT. WE PLAYED
ARMY, COWBOYS AND INDIANS. WE HAULED HAY; MILKED COWS; AND CLIMBED TO THE
TOP OF THE WALNUT TREE AND LET THE WIND BLOW US BACK AND FORTH IN THE
BREEZE. ARE YOU GETTING THE PICTURE YET? WE LIVED THE LIFE KIDS DREAM OF.

COX BEACH NOTED ON THE MAP IS ARGUABLY MTN ISLAND LAKES BEST. THE
VIEW FROM THE BEACH IS THE DAM, THE BIG ISLAND AND THE WESTERN SKY AT
SUNSET. HERE WE SWAM, COOKED HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS AND FISHED. DADDY AND
UNCLE DAVE RACED THEIR PICKUPS TO THE RIVER WITH US KIDS IN THE BACK
HOLLERING AND HAVING A BALL.WHEN WE WOULD SNEAK-OFF TO COX BEACH,
PROBABLY A MILE THRU THE WOODS, WE COULD STILL HEAR WHEN MAMA CALLED AND
WE KNEW! COME HOME NOW, OR FACE THE CONSEQUENCES. MY BOTTOM WAS VERY
CLOSE TO THIS PROPERTY, LITERALLY. OFTEN I RAN OUT THE BACK DOOR AND SCOOTED
MY BACKSIDE ACROSS THE BACK YARD. THIS WAS INTENDED TO COOL IT OFF FROM
WHOOPINGS, WHICH I TRULY DESERVED. I’'M GLAD MY PARENTS LOVED ME ENOUGH TO
TEACH ME THE TRUTH, JESUS LOVES ME, AND I'D BETTER BE GOOD OR FACE THE
CONSEQUENCES.PRAISE GOD FOR HIS MERCY FOR ALL MANKIND.SPEAKING OF THE
BACK YARD, BROTHERS JOHN AND DAN SET IT ON FIRE. PRAISE THE LORD IT BURNED
OUT JUST SHORT OF THE OIL DRUM BESIDE THE HOUSE. MOMA MUST HAVE BEEN
PRAYING AGAIN FOR JESUS TO TAKE CARE OF US KIDS AND HE SURELY DID. THOSE OIL
HEATERS CAN'T BE BEAT FOR WARMING UP ON COLD NIGHTS. CURLED UP BESIDE THE
STOVES’ BLOWER, I LET BROTHERS TOMMY AND BUZZY HAVE THE OLD IRON DOUBLE
BED GIVE ME THAT HEATER BLOWER!

THE HEART OF THE MAP, MOUNTAIN ISLAND FARMS, WAS ESTABLISHED AND
OPERATED BY EDWARD DAVID COX. NORMAN COCKE {LAKE NORMANS NAME SAKE}
HIRED EDWARD DAVID COX TO SERVE AS LAND AGENT FOR WHAT WAS THEN KNOWN AS
SOUTHERN POWER COMPANY. EDWARD DAVID, USUALLY ADDRESSED AS MR.ED,
SERVED IN THIS CAPACITY UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1956.ED’S SON, CHARLIE THOMAS COX,
ALREADY WORKING FOR THE NEWLY NAMED DUKE POWER COMPANY, TOOK OVER THE
POSITION. CHARLIE THOMAS COX RETURNED HIS FAMILY TO LIVE ON MOUNTAIN ISLAND
FARMS HEADQUARTERS WITH MOTHER GRACE FLOWERS COX.

DUKE POWER MAGAZINE STATED IN THE 1970’S THAT MORE COX’S WORKED FOR
DUKE POWER THAN ANY OTHER FAMILY. ALL OF EDWARD DAVID COXS’ SONS WORKED
FOR DUKE POWER. SON ROSS, AT THE DUKE POWER STORAGE YARD {CURRENT DUKE
TRAINING CENTER} ACROSS THE ROAD FROM PINEWOOD SCHOOL, POSITION #1 ON THE
MAP}. SONS DAVID AND NORMAN IN COAL FIRED POWER PLANTS. DAUGHTERS EDDIE
AND LUCILLE ALSO WORKED FOR DUKE. CHARLIE THOMAS COXS’ WIFE, VERTIE PEARL
LOFTIN COX ALSO WORKED FOR DUKE DURING HOG KILLING TIME. I'M SURE EDWARD’S
SON, LITTLE CHARLIE, WOULD HAVE ALSO, HAD HE NOT DIED UNDER ANESTHESIA TO
SEW UP A HEAD WOUND FROM A MULE KICK WHEN JUST A YOUNG BOY.





















